
From September 2011, young people who need some financial support to help them stay in education or training after 16 can apply to their school, college or training provider for the new 16-19 Bursary Fund.  Any payments will be linked to minimum standards of attendance, behaviour and progress, in line with government guidelines and recommendations by Cheshire East 14-25 Learning and Achievement Executive.

YOU MUST BE AGED 16, 17 or 18 on 31st AUGUST 2011 to apply
PRIORITY 1
The following students will be eligible for a bursary of up to £1200:-
· Students in care
· Care Leavers
· Students receiving income support 
· Disabled students receiving both Employment Support Allowance and Disability Living Allowance
PRIORITY 2
The remainder of the funds allocated to us will be distributed amongst those students who face the greatest financial hardship.  These students are likely to be those who are eligible for free school meals.  
PRIORITY 3
If funds remain further applications will be considered on an individual basis.

· If you first applied successfully for Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) in 2009/10, you’ll continue to receive the same level of weekly payments while you study in 2011/12.
· If you first applied successfully for the maximum EMA payment of £30 a week in 2010/11, you’ll receive £20 a week while you study in 2011/12. 
· If you’re in care, a care leaver, on income support, or receiving both Employment Support Allowance and Disability Living Allowance, your weekly EMA payments will be replaced with a bursary of £1200 a year from September 2011. You’ll receive that bursary directly from your school, college or training provider. 
· If you get EMA at the moment but are not in one of these groups, you can still apply for a bursary through your school, college or training provider.

· Collect an application form from your college
· Return completed form to Kay in Student Services by FRIDAY 23RD SEPTEMBER 2011
· For further information see www.direct.gov.uk/16-19bursary
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WILL I BE ELIGIBLE FOR A BURSARY?





WHAT IF I GET EMA AT THE MOMENT?





WHAT NEXT?








