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Dear Parents / Carers

September 2021

Overview of the Curriculum - Head, Heart & Hand
The knowledge and skills we want our students to learn and develop at Malbank School is our core purpose.
We have been reviewing our curriculum provision to ensure that our students have the very best opportunity to
make progress and be the best that they can be. Identifying what they need to learn and the order in which they
learn knowledge and develop skills is key to this.
At Malbank, we believe that there should be clarity and consistency so that staff and students are clear on what
knowledge and skills should be taught and learned in each curriculum area, academic year, topic and in each
lesson.
To support with this, we have introduced and are now embedding the Head, Heart & Hand curriculum model
which takes into account all aspects of the National Curriculum.
Head represents the key knowledge to be learned.
Heart represents the key personal skills that will be developed and also help students to understand the world
around them.
Hand represents the key skills that will be developed as a result of the knowledge learned.
I am keen that you as parents and carers have the opportunity to share in the Head, Heart & Hand curriculum
so that you have an awareness of what your children are learning about, what new knowledge they are covering
and what new skills they are developing. Full details for each curriculum area can be found on our new website
www.malbank.com where you can click on ‘Curriculum’ and then visit ‘Curriculum Subjects’ or use the following
link;
https://www.malbank.com/page/?title=Curriculum+Subjects&pid=21
I have attached a specification overview with this letter so that you can see what topics your child will be covering
over the course of their GCSE/BTEC qualification, so when if like my children they tell you that they did nothing
in school that day you will know that that is not the case and I hope that this information helps to spark some
interesting discussions and allows you to help and support at home when needed.
Please encourage your child to use GCSE POD, an online learning tool which can be accessed at
www.gcsepod.com and they use their school login to gain access. This will help them with revision and to help
in securing important knowledge.
I hope that this information is useful. If you have any concerns over how your child is progressing please don’t
hesitate to get in touch with your child’s Progress Manager or the Key Stage 4 team.
Yours Sincerely,
Janine Edwards – Assistant Head (Curriculum and Safeguarding
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