
 

 

Summer Term Reading List: Year 9  

This term, Year 9 will be studying gothic and supernatural in English. There are some reading 
recommendations here that they can read alongside this unit.  

Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children by  Ransom Riggs. A mysterious island. An 
abandoned orphanage. A strange collection of very curious photographs.  As our story 
opens, a horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying to a remote island off 
the coast of Wales, where he discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine's Home for 
Peculiar Children. As Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it becomes clear 
that the children were more than just peculiar. They may have been dangerous.  
 

The Woman in Black by Susan Hill. Set on the obligatory English moor, on an isolated 
causeway, the story has as its hero Arthur Kipps, an up-and-coming young solicitor who has 
come north from London to attend the funeral and settle the affairs of Mrs. Alice Drablow of 
Eel Marsh House. The routine formalities he anticipates give way to a tumble of events and 
secrets more sinister and terrifying than any nightmare: the rocking chair in the deserted 
nursery, the eerie sound of a pony and trap, a child's scream in the fog, and most dreadfully-
-and for Kipps most tragically--The Woman In Black. 
 
It's Behind You by Kathryn Foxfield. Welcome to the reality game show that'll scare you to 
death! Have you got what it takes to last the night? Five contestants must sit tight through 
the night in dark and dangerous Umber Gorge caves, haunted by a ghost called the 
Puckered Maiden. But is it the malevolent spirit they should fear ... or each other? As the 
production crew ramps up the frights, secrets start to be revealed. These teenagers have 
hidden motives for taking part in It's Behind You! and could some of them be ... murder? 
 
A Werewolf in Riverdale by Caleb Roehrig. Who is the Riverdale Ripper? And why is 
Jughead waking up covered in blood? Based on the original Archie Comics characters! 
Everyone knows the characters from Riverdale: popular Archie Andrews, girl-next-door 
Betty Cooper, angsty Jughead Jones, and the sophisticated Veronica Lodge. But this is not 
the Riverdale you know and love. Something twisted has awoken in the town with pep. 
Inspired by the iconic Archie Horror comics, this reimagined universe takes the grittiness of 
the TV show and adds a paranormal twist.  
 

Children of Virtue and Vengeance by Tomi Adeyemi. After battling the impossible, Zélie and 
Amari have finally succeeded in bringing magic back to the land of Orïsha. But the ritual was 
more powerful than they could’ve imagined, reigniting the powers of not only the maji, but 
of nobles with magic ancestry, too.Now, Zélie struggles to unite the maji in an Orïsha where 
the enemy is just as powerful as they are. But when the monarchy and military unite to keep 
control of Orïsha, Zélie must fight to secure Amari's right to the throne and protect the new 
maji from the monarchy's wrath. 
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Frankenstein by Mary Shelley. Mary Shelley's seminal novel of the scientist whose creation 
becomes a monster 
 
The Kiss of Death by  Marcus Sedgwick. Marko and Sorrel meet in Venice for the first time. 
They must uncover the mystery of what has happened both to Sorrel's father, plagued by a 
strange madness that prevents him from sleeping, and to Marko's father, a doctor, who has 
mysteriously gone missing after travelling to Venice to help his old friend. Years on from My 
Swordhand is Singing and Peter is still on the trail of the Shadow Queen. His search leads 
him to Venice, a city whose beauty disguises many ugly secrets. The Shadow Queen is there, 
gathering strength, recruiting a new army of the Undead for a final confrontation.  
 
The Book of Dead Days by Marcus Sedgwick. THE DAYS BETWEEN Christmas and New 
Year’s Eve are dead days, when spirits roam and magic shifts restlessly just beneath the 
surface of our lives. A magician called Valerian must save his own life within those few days 
or pay the price for the pact he made with evil so many years ago. But alchemy and sorcery 
are no match against the demonic power pursuing him. Helping him is his servant, Boy, a 
child with no name and no past. The quick-witted orphan girl, Willow, is with them as they 
dig in death fields at midnight, and as they are swept into the sprawling blackness of a 
subterranean city on a journey from which there is no escape.  
 
The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman. Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a 
perfectly normal boy. Well, he would be perfectly normal if he didn't live in a graveyard, 
being raised and educated by ghosts, with a solitary guardian who belongs to neither the 
world of the living nor the world of the dead. There are dangers and adventures for Bod in 
the graveyard: the strange and terrible menace of the Sleer; a gravestone entrance to a 
desert that leads to the city of ghouls; friendship with a witch, and so much more. 
 
 
Letters from the Grave by Felicity Everett.  Something strange is happening at Cecily Fan 
High School. Kate Thackery, the new girl, is fighting back against the school bullies - with 
supernatural powers. For Kate has made a pact with an unhappy ghost child.  
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