
Options choices – 2024 

You will need to choose one subject from each of the columns below, a 

Humanities subject, A language and 2 additional courses.  You will also 

be asked to choose a reserve subject. 

Your choices need to be made on the SIMS parent app – if you are having 

any problems with this, please get in touch with Mrs Hemmings our SIMS 

manager on nrh@malbank.cheshire.sch.uk or call 01270 611009 

 

Course information 

The Humanities subjects 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

AQA 

 

Studying Geography gives you the opportunity to travel the world via 

the classroom, learning about both natural and social sciences along the 

way. You will understand how Geography impacts everyday life and 

discover the key opportunities and challenges facing the world. You will 

also develop academic and life skills from writing, teamwork and 

communication to analytical skills.  

Much of the content is based on real-life case studies to enable students 

of all abilities to learn and develop. This exciting course is balanced 

between physical and human Geography. It allows you to investigate the 

link between the two themes, and approach and examine the battles 

between the man-made and natural worlds. 

Students who complete the course will have the skills and experience to 

progress onto A-level and beyond. 

mailto:nrh@malbank.cheshire.sch.uk


In the AQA Geography GCSE course, the subject content is split into 2 

main areas: 

 

1. Living with the physical environment: 

• Rivers and coasts   

• Tectonic and climatic hazards (volcanoes, earthquakes & tropical 

storms) 

• The Living World (ecosystems –  with a focus on rain forests and 

hot deserts) 

 

2. Challenges in the human environment  

• Urban environments (E.g. the problems of cities and possible 

solutions) 

• The changing economic world (E.g. why quality of life varies around 

the world and what can be done to improve the less developed 

regions of the world) 

• Managing our use of resources - food, water and energy 

 

Geographical skills are taught throughout the course (E.g. drawing and 

interpreting graphs, understanding maps, aerial photos, satellite images 

etc.).  Pupils will learn how to apply theory to real life situations and to 

make decisions based on real-world issues 

At GCSE level students are required to study case studies and examples 

from across the world and in the UK. Case studies are broader in context 

and require greater breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding. 

They will provide you with a great platform for studying A Level with us. 

How will I be assessed? 

You will have three written exams. Papers 1 and 2 are 1 hour 30 minutes 

long and together, they contribute to 70% of your final mark.  

Paper 3 is 1 hour 30 minutes and contributes to the final 30 % of your 

GCSE grade. This exam is based on fieldwork and a decision-making 

issue. 

Please note- work outside the classroom is a compulsory part of the course.  

There will be a one-day field trip, to collect data first hand, then follow-

up work in lessons 

 

CONTACT     Mrs Batty or your Geography teacher 

 

 



HISTORY 

The History course at GCSE offers students the opportunity to develop 

their understanding of a wide range of historical topics, including British 

and International events that will capture imagination and inspire 

further study. 

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their 

exams at the end of the course. GCSE History students will take 

assessments in both of the following papers in the same series: 

Paper 1: Thematic and study and historical environment – 30% 

Paper 2: Period study and British depth study – 40% 

Paper 3: Modern depth study – 30% 

For Paper 1 students will undertake a development study of Medicine 

Through Time. In this study students will investigate the 

changes to medical practices that took place over the 

centuries. From Medieval times to high tech surgery there is 

plenty to discover here! 

For Paper 2 students will undertake two studies. Firstly, 

pupils will look the reign of Elizabeth I – identifying the religious, 

political and social challenges that she faced in her reign. Secondly, 

pupils will study The American West – empathising with the plight of 

the Plains Indians and identifying how the West of America developed 

through the Gold Rush, lawlessness and land rushes! 

In Paper 3, pupils will study Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939. 

Students will focus on Post war Germany, the rise of Hitler and life 

under the Nazis. 

As well as an interesting subject, this course is EBacc accredited. It is 

also a useful option, not only for those studying A Level History, but also 

those interested in careers in Law, Commerce, Journalism, Medicine, 

Management and Finance. The underlying skills of analysis, evaluation 

and interpretation are particularly useful for all further academic 

studies. 

Please note- work outside the classroom is a compulsory part of the 

course. It is essential that you engage in active revision under the 

direction of your classroom teacher. 

CONTACT Mr Condliffe or your History Teacher 

 



Languages 

GCSE French, German and Spanish 

 

               

Studying at least one foreign language at GCSE 

has become mandatory. There will be opportunity 

for our double-linguist to study 2 languages.  

In GCSE French, Spanish or German you will study 

a range of topics within the 3 contexts of: 

• Identity and culture (relationships with 

family and friends, modern technology, social media, leisure 

activities.) 

 

• local and international global areas of interest charity and 

volunteer work, healthy living, environment, poverty). 

 

• current and future study and employment (life at school, career 

choice and ambitions). 

 

The course follows on naturally from the work covered in years 7, 8 and 

9. The GCSE course focuses on improving your vocabulary and 

grammatical knowledge and will give you the skills to take your 

language learning further in the future. A GCSE in Modern Foreign 

Languages forms part of the Ebacc qualification. 

 

You will be assessed in listening, reading, speaking 

and writing. Each skill contributes to your final grade 

as follows 

Unit 1: listening 25% 

Unit 2: reading 25% 

Unit 3: speaking 25% 

Unit 4: writing 25% 

All are assessed in formal examinations at the end of year 11 and there 

is the option to take a foundation or a higher paper.  

 

CONTACT         

Mr Guichoux in A10 for any additional information.  

https://www.telc.net/en/about-telc/news/detail/top-5-languages-that-american-students-learn.html


Additional Courses 

 

 



 

 

 



Business 

BTEC Tech Award in Enterprise 

BTEC Tech Award Enterprise is a practical based qualification which will 

develop business skills through skills based learning. We endeavour to 

give the students as much of an opportunity to learn through experience 

as possible. 

The course is made up of three components: two internally assessed in 

school and one that’s externally assessed.  The three-block structure, 

explore, develop and apply, has been developed to allow students to build 

on and embed their knowledge. This allows them to grow in confidence 

and then put into practice what they have learned. 

Component 1 – what students will learn: 

Exploring enterprises 

Aim: examine different enterprises to develop knowledge and 

understanding of the characteristics of enterprises and the skills needed 

by entrepreneurs 

Assessment: internally assessed assignments Weighting: 30% of total 

course 

During Component 1 students will: 

• examine the characteristics of enterprises 

• explore how market research helps enterprises meet customer 

needs and understand competitor behaviour 

• investigate the factors that contribute to the success of an 

enterprise 

• develop transferable skills, such as research, and data analysis in 

order to interpret their findings. 

Component 2 - what students will learn: 

Planning for and Pitching an Enterprise Activity 

Aim: explore ideas, plan and pitch a micro-enterprise activity to an 

audience, and use feedback to review their business plan. 

Assessment: internally assessed assignments Weighting: 30% of total 

course 

During Component 2, your students will: 

• explore ideas and plan for a micro-enterprise activity 

• pitch a micro-enterprise activity 

• review their own pitch for a micro-enterprise activity 



• develop their planning and research, presentation, communication 

and self-reflection skills. 

Component 3 – what students will learn: 

Promotion and Finance for Enterprise 

Aim: explore the different promotional methods used by enterprises and 

the factors that influence how enterprises identify and target their 

market 

Assessment: externally assessed synoptic task Weighting: 40% of total 

course 

During Component 3, students will: 

• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of elements of 

promotion and financial records 

• interpret and use promotional and financial information in relation 

to a given enterprise 

• make connections between different factors influencing a given 

enterprise 

• advise and provide recommendations to a given enterprise on ways 

to improve its performance 

CONTACT Mr A Brownsword 

 

Citizenship Studies 

Citizenship Studies is about how people take an active part in 

democratic politics and work together for a better society, locally, 

nationally and globally.  

Students will learn about power, democracy, the operation of 

government and the legal system, and the role of the UK in the 

wider world. They will explore and learn about different 

controversial and topical issues with political, social, ethical, 

economic and environmental dimensions in local to global 

contexts. They will experience taking citizenship action and learn 

from trying to make a difference themselves 

This is a new course and the exam board is still to be confirmed 

however it is likely that the course will be divided into the 

following themes: 

A – Living together 

B – Democracy at work in the UK 



C – Law and Justice 

D – Power and influence 

E – Taking citizenship action 

 

 

The link to one of the specifications that offer citizenship is Edexcel 

GCSE Citizenship Studies (2016) | Pearson qualifications so you can find out more 

information. 

Contact – Mr Reed 

 

Computer studies 

There are 2 courses available – Digital Information Technology and 

Computer Science.  To access this option, you need to select ‘Computing’ 

and your Progress Manager along with Mr Wolff will determine which 

course you go on to study.  This decision will be based on your In-Class 

assessment data. 

BTEC DIGITAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY  

Year 10 and 11 students who chose to study ICT at Key Stage 4 are 

following the Pearson BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Digital Information 

Technology course. 

The topics covered in the course are: 

• Exploring User Interface Design Principles and Project Planning 

Techniques 

• Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data 

• Effective Digital Working Practices 

The types of tasks that are completed are a series of practical tasks 

which solve the kind of issues that creative ICT professionals tackle in 

real life. Amongst other things, these include: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/citizenship-studies-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/citizenship-studies-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/digital-information-technology.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/digital-information-technology.html


• Analysis of apps and websites 

• Investigation of different ways in which we can interact with 

computers 

• Creation of apps, websites and information points to suit design 

briefs 

• Creation of spreadsheet models 

The course is assessed through: 

• Controlled Assessment - Two thirds of the final grade will be made 

up of performance in controlled assessment pieces of work that 

will be created for units 1 and 2. In the first project students use 

planning techniques to create a user interface that meets user 

requirements. In the second project students use their spreadsheet 

skills to create a data dashboard that will allow organisations to 

make effective decisions. 

• Examination - Unit 3 (‘Effective Digital Working Practices’) is an 

examination which is set and marked by Pearson. This exam is 

designed to allow students to show their knowledge of the digital 

systems available to organisations and how their features have an 

impact on the way organisations operate. The exam is worth one 

third of the final grade. 

The digital sector is a major source of employment in the UK, with 1.46 

million people working in digital companies and around 45,000 digital 

jobs are advertised at any one time. Digital skills span all industries; 

almost all jobs in the UK today require employees to have a good level of 

digital literacy. 

 

We are always asked what the difference is between Computer Science and 

IT qualification.  In this regards, this video from Pearson is very 

helpful:  GCSE Computer Science and the BTEC Tech Award Digital 

Information Technology – Key Differences - YouTube  

 

GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE 

What is this subject about? 

If you want to be involved in the use of and to create new technology 

such as hacks and games, then a GCSE in Computer Science is just for 

you... 

The subject will give you a really good understanding of how technology 

works. You will find many aspects of the course great fun, especially 

when you work in class groups online to create amazing programs and 

to complete the challenges. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFLuvKP2Yc0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFLuvKP2Yc0


What will I learn? 

Topics include: 

· Learning about ethical hacking and create programs that guess 

passwords and to flood networks with traffic, to see what real criminals 

get up to. 

· Finding out how to keep your own systems at home safe from hacking. 

· Use your programming skills to create games and try them out with 

other students in the class. 

· Networking; can you use what you learn to boost your network speed 

at home? 

· What do the insides of a computer actually look like and do? 

How will I learn? 

You will learn how to design, code and test your own computer 

programmes by practising, then practising even more, every week. As 

part of this you will study the high level programming language, Python, 

which is widely used all over the world. You will also combine all of your 

skills into a 20 hour programming project. 

We also use ‘cookbook’ approach for the non-programming topics. It 

contains all content, activities and exam practice question. It’s a good 

way to learn because you spend less time writing and more time on the 

activities. 

We also have a fun quiz every week. 

Assessment details: 

Two written papers which are 100% of the qualification. 

Career and other important information: 

There are fantastic career opportunities available in the field of 

information technology. The job market is growing greatly year on year 

and there are myriads of interesting jobs available. Malbank School have 

a developing and ongoing relationship with Barclays Bank Technology 

Centre in Knutsford (we regularly win their prestigious competitions!), 

with a number of ex-pupils now enjoying excellent careers at the Bank. 

Pupils who have an interest in a technology career or computers science 

can take advantage of these opportunities. 

 



Additional information: 

You can find further details on our course by checking for GCSE 

Computer Science course (code : J276) on the OCR examination website. 

Further Study: 

The GCSE in Computer Science can lead on to study at A 

Level. 

 CONTACT   Mr Wolff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dayjob.com/images/pic_computer_science.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dayjob.com/content/computer-science-degree-715.htm&usg=__5yN5zb48N0lxt4WhkCdveFXxDpw=&h=346&w=347&sz=10&hl=en&start=14&zoom=1&tbnid=MbELnl5y-LGd7M:&tbnh=120&tbnw=120&ei=aFO_ULj4LMmq0AXl1ICIBw&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dcomputer%2Bscience%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dvss%26tbo%3Dd%26rlz%3D1T4ADRA_enGB497GB500%26sout%3D1%26tbm%3Disch&um=1&itbs=1


Dance 

 

 

 



Design and Technology (DT) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

50% Single Coursework project. (An A3 portfolio and practical outcome.)  

50%   Single Examination.  

In this particular branch of Design and Technology you will learn to cut, 

join and finish a range of materials to a high standard using hand, power 

and bench tools.  This includes working with wood, metal, and plastics, 

electronic components, card and textiles.  As well as looking at traditional 

areas such as woodwork joints, you will also look at working with metals 

using heat and pressure as well as plastics using adhesives and moulding 

machinery, sublimation printing and laser cutting. 

 

You will study the design process, a system which provides us with an 

excellent framework to guide us through our coursework and give us a 

greater understanding of the manufactured objects around us. 

Recent outcomes that have helped students reach a high level of 

achievement at GCSE include personal items, storage systems, furniture, 

sports   and also audio equipment.  Because of the wide range of 

projects, techniques and materials this is a popular subject that appeals 

to both creative and practical students.  

 

CONTACT – Mr Leigh 

 

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate 

confidently and successfully in an increasingly technological world. 

Students will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on Design 

and Technology including historical, social, cultural, environmental and 

economic factors. Students will get the opportunity to work creatively 

when designing and making and apply technical and practical expertise. 

Design and Technology GCSE allows students to study core technical 

and designing and making principles, including a broad range of design 

processes, materials techniques and equipment. They will also have the 

opportunity to study specialist technical principles in greater depth.  

As well as leading directly to Product Design A-level, or in higher 

education to degree level, this subject is ideal for students looking at 

BTECs at FE, Engineering, Business Administration, Furniture design and 

apprenticeships.  It complements college courses in Automotive 

Engineering, joinery and building studies.  



Drama 

GCSE Drama is a fresh exciting and vibrant course of study.  The 

department works creatively using the performing arts not only as a 

means of self-expression, but also to build skills beyond the arts.  We offer 

a wealth of social, artistic and practical sessions to enrich the life 

experiences and thus the well-being of our students. 

The Edexcel GCSE in Drama is comprised of three units.  

Unit 1: Devising  

• Internally assessed 
40% of the 

GCSE 

Overview of content:  

• Devise an original performance using one key 

extract from a performance text and a theatre 

practitioner as stimuli. 

 

Overview of assessment: 

• Devised performance (20 marks) 

• Portfolio of evidence from the process (1,250 – 

1,500 words or a 12-14 minute recorded/verbal 

response) 

 

 

 

Unit 2: Text in Performance  

• Externally assessed by a visiting examiner 
20% of the 

GCSE 

Overview of content:  

• 2 performances to be delivered to an examiner. 

- 1 group performance/design of a key extract 

from a play 

- A monologue or duologue from a key 

extract of a play. 

 

Overview of assessment: 

• Both performance will be assessed in the same 

session. 

• Group performance is worth 36 marks. 

• Monologue/duologue performance is worth 24 

marks. 

 

 



 

Unit 3: Theatre Makers in Practice  

• Written exam – Externally assessed. 
40% of the 

GCSE 

Overview of content:  

• An evaluation of a live theatre performance 

you will see. 

• Practical exploration and study of a complete 

text. 

• Practical exploration and interpretation of a 

second complete text, in light of a drama 

practitioner. 

 

Overview of assessment: 

• 2 hours 30 minutes written exam. 

• Section A: Live Theatre Evaluation (20 marks) 

• Section B: Page to Stage: Performance Text (36 

marks) 

• Section C: Interpreting a Performance Text (24 

marks) 

 

 

CONTACT Your Drama Teacher 

Film Studies – GCSE 

 

Course Information   

Film Studies is structured to allow students to learn about the 

development of film through history, study a range of international films 

and create their own script.   

Students will learn terminology, complete creative tasks as well as 

study a range of films in close detail, in order to be able to answer 

questions about them under exam conditions.   

Students will need to consider how audiences respond to the creative 

decisions made in films, how audiences might respond a range of 

different ways and how society influences and is influenced by the 

medium.  



Course Content  

  

Students will be introduced to the codes and conventions of film 

products, as well as developing an understanding of the film industry.   

  

Students will use the filmic language and understanding developed to 

approach the two exam topics. Students will study US film through 

history until the present day using two comparative film texts, as well 

as a modern US Independent film. Students will also experience an 

international, non-English language film and a contemporary British film. 

Students will study each film closely so they are able to answer 

questions about its construction and impact on the audience. See the 

exam spec link at the bottom for films that may be selected in 202  

  

  

  

See Mr Harrison for more details alongside the Educas specification:  

eduqas-gcse-film-studies-spec-from-2017-e-16-08-23-1.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/sjyhrqeu/eduqas-gcse-film-studies-spec-from-2017-e-16-08-23-1.pdf


Health & Social Care 

 

 

 

 

 



Hospitality and Catering 

 

 

 

 



Media Studies 

 

 

 

 



Music 

Entry requirement – To take Music as an option you must be able to play 

an instrument or learning to play an instrument. 

 

 



PE 

 
There are 2 courses available – OCR Sports Studies and GCSE Physical 

Education.  To access this option, you need to select ‘Sport’ and your 

Progress Manager along with Mr Shore will determine which course you go 

on to study.  This decision will be based on your In-Class assessment data 

and participation in sport outside of school. 

Entry requirement for GCSE PE – students must take part in a sport outside 

of school. 

 



 
 



Performing Arts 

 



 

RS 

 

 

 



 

Separate Science Content (3 GCSEs) 

Exam Board: AQA 

The students have separate lessons in Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics with specialist teachers.  Science concepts will be covered 

in some depth and will allow you to explore key ideas and 

scientific principles. Experiments will be used to help you to 

develop greater skills in equipment manipulation and data 

recording. You will be discussing scientific problems, designing 

research projects and testing out scientific models 

This course is designed to cater for students who have real skills in 

science work, or who have a strong desire to pursue a career or 

course that requires a strong science background and would like a 

head-start when it comes to AS level sciences 

 

Course content  

Biology (1 GCSE) Chemistry (1 GCSE) Physics (1 GCSE) 

Cell biology 

Organisation 

Infection and 

response 

Bioenergetics 

Homeostasis and 

response 

Inheritance, 

variation and 

evolution 

Ecology 

Atomic structure and 

the periodic table 

Bonding, structure, 

and the properties of 

matter 

Quantitative 

chemistry 

Chemical changes 

Energy changes 

The rate and extent of 

chemical change 

Organic chemistry 

Chemical analysis 

Chemistry of the 

atmosphere 

Using resources 

Forces 

Energy 

Waves 

Electricity 

Magnetism and 

electromagnetism 

Particle model of 

matter 

Atomic structure 

Space physics 

 

 



 

Examinations 

• Six papers: two Biology, two Chemistry and two Physics. Each 

will assess different topics. 

• Duration: all the papers are 1 hour 45 minutes. 

• Tiers: Foundation (Grades 1-5) and Higher (Grades 5-9). 

• Weighting: the papers are equally weighted. Each is worth 

50% of the GCSE subject (Biology, Chemistry and Physics). 

• Question types: multiple choice, structured, closed, short 

answer and open response. 

On completion of the course you will be awarded three GCSEs (one 

for each science). 

Science qualifications are highly valued by employers and 

universities and can lead to many career options including: 

 

• Analytical chemist, Animal technician, Biomedical engineer, 

Biomedical scientist, Clinical psychologist, Clinical research 

associate, Clothing/textile technologist, Colour technologist, 

Community pharmacist, Environmental health practitioner, 

Food technologist, Forensic scientist, Healthcare scientist, 

audiology, Healthcare scientist, clinical biochemistry, 

Healthcare scientist, clinical embryology, Healthcare 

scientist, genomics, Healthcare scientist, histocompatibility 

and immunogenetics, Healthcare scientist, immunology, 

Hospital pharmacist, Metallurgist, Meteorologist, 

Microbiologist, Nanotechnologist, Oceanographer, 

Pharmacologist, Plant breeder/geneticist, Product/process 

development scientist, Research scientist (life sciences), 

Research scientist (maths), Research scientist (medical), 

Research scientist (physical sciences), Science writer, 

Scientific laboratory technician, Teaching laboratory 

technician, Toxicologist, Water quality scientist 

• For further information please contact: Miss H Jones 

 

 

 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/analytical-chemist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/animal-technician
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/biomedical-engineer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/biomedical-scientist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/clinical-psychologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/clinical-research-associate
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/clinical-research-associate
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/clothing-textile-technologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/colour-technologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/community-pharmacist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/environmental-health-practitioner
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/food-technologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/forensic-scientist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/healthcare-scientist-audiology
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/healthcare-scientist-audiology
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/healthcare-scientist-clinical-biochemistry
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/healthcare-scientist-clinical-embryology
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/healthcare-scientist-genomics
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/healthcare-scientist-genomics
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/healthcare-scientist-histocompatibility-and-immunogenetics
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/healthcare-scientist-histocompatibility-and-immunogenetics
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/healthcare-scientist-immunology
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/hospital-pharmacist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/metallurgist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/meteorologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/microbiologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/nanotechnologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/oceanographer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/pharmacologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/plant-breeder-geneticist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/product-process-development-scientist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/product-process-development-scientist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/research-scientist-life-sciences
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/research-scientist-maths
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/research-scientist-medical
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/research-scientist-physical-sciences
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/science-writer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/scientific-laboratory-technician
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/teaching-laboratory-technician
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/teaching-laboratory-technician
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/toxicologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/water-quality-scientist


Social Sciences - There are 2 courses available –GCSE Sociology and 

GCSE Psychology.  To access this option, you need to select ‘Social Sciences’ 

and your Progress Manager along with Mrs Brown will determine which 

course you go on to study.  This decision will be based on your In-Class 

assessment data. 

Entry requirement for GCSE Psychology – students must be working 

towards achieving a grade 6 in Science and Maths. 

GCSE Sociology  

Sociologists are interested in why society works in the way that it 

does, and they investigate the extent to which our behaviour and 

opportunities can be shaped by our social class, age, gender and 

race. Studying Sociology will help you to understand how 

individuals fit into a wider social group and will encourage you to 

question beliefs about society which you may have previously 

taken for granted.   

Sociology is about analysing groups of people based on what they 

have in common and what differences there are. For example, 

studying people in terms of culture, gender, race, disability, 

ethnicity and age.  

Sociologists conduct experiments and observations to try to 

understand why groups of people act the way they do. They use 

this understanding to create useful applications to help society to 

run smoothly. Sociology will provide you with many key skills, 

including logical thinking, planning, research and negotiation – all 

of which can be used in a variety of careers.  

The nature of Sociology makes the subject an ideal choice for a 

range of careers and higher education courses.  For example, many 

sociologists go into journalism, recruitment, management, 

government, human resources, business, sales, social work, 

community projects, charity work, civil service, prison officers, 

police, teaching … anywhere you interact with people!  

GCSE Sociology is a two-year course which is assessed entirely by 

exams – no coursework. It offers a thorough introduction to the 

subject and acts as a great foundation to A level Sociology.    

Currently we offer A level Sociology at A level, so you can continue 

your studies further with us.  

  



Entry Requirements  

A good grasp of English is useful to meet the demands of the 12-

mark extended responses. Students will be required to use 

specialist vocabulary and understand sociological concepts and 

terminology to explain explanations of behaviour.  

 Course Content  

Following the AQA specification  

Paper 1: The sociology of families and education  

• The sociology of families  

• The sociology of education  

• Sociological theory and methodology  

Paper 2: The sociology of crime and deviance and social stratification  

• The sociology of crime and deviance  

• The sociology of social stratification  

• Sociological theory and methodology  

 

  

Any questions please speak with Mrs Brown (T26)  

 

GCSE Psychology 

Is this the right subject for me? 

If you enjoy: 

• understanding why people behave the way they do 

• developing your ability to think scientifically 

• learning about the treatments and therapies used to help people 

• finding out what psychologists do 

Then the GCSE Psychology course is the subject for you. 

 

What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course? 

This will be a new subject for you so you will not have to have any 

prior knowledge of Psychology.  Psychology is the science of mind 



and behaviour, and, using scientific research, you will gain an 

understanding of why individuals and groups behave the way they 

do. A word of advice, Psychology is a science and a good level in 

science by the end of Year 9 is strongly recommended. There will 

be a significant element of maths in this GCSE (10%) and so you 

must also be a competent mathematician. 

. 

What will I learn? 

You will be looking at answers to the following topics: 

 

● Topic 1: Development – How did you develop in terms of 

intelligence and morality? 

● Topic 2: Memory – How does your memory work? 

● Topic 3: Psychological problems – How would psychological 

problems affect you? 

● Topic 4: The brain and neuropsychology – How does your brain 

affect you? 

● Topic 5: Social influence – How do others affect you? 

● Topic 6: Criminal psychology – Why do people become criminals? 

● Topic 9: Sleep and dreaming – Why do you need to sleep and 

dream? 

● Topic 11: Research methods – How do you carry out 

psychological research? 

How will I be assessed? 

There are two exams at the summer of the second year which 

include:- 

• some multiple-choice questions, 

• some short-answer questions and 

• some extended writing 

 

You will be asked to use your understanding of 

psychology, such as offering improvements to 



research studies or comparing two different explanations of 

aggression.  

There is no coursework. 

Contact Mrs Brown in T26 for any additional information.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


