
KS3 Drama  
Learning Journey

Term 1 & 2

8

YEAR

9

GCSE 
Options:

March/April

Summative AssessmentTopic area

WHAT'S IN THE 
ASSESSMENT 

Practical: 
Contribute to  

TIE 
performance 
and research 

your theme and 
enhance your 
performance 

WHAT'S IN THE 
ASSESSMENT 

Practical: 

WHAT'S IN THE 
ASSESSMENT 

Practical:
Perform scenes 

in relation to 
selected world. 
Implementing 

Drama 
techniques and 

key Physical 
and Vocal skills

Theatre in Education

WHAT SKILLS
TIE

Multi-role
Theme

Characterisation
Target Audience

Physical and Vocal 
skills 

WHAT WILL BE 
COVERED: Pupils will 
explore the theme of 
TIE. They will research 
key themes and then 
create a performance 
implementing key TIE 
techniques.

WHAT SKILLS

TBC

WHAT WILL BE 
COVERED

TBC

WHAT SKILLS
Analysis

Evaluation
Physical 

Vocal 
Characters

Set
Characterisation

WHAT WILL BE 
COVERED .Pupils will 
explore style of sci-fi 
and explore the 
impacts of global 
warming on planets 
using TIR and exploring 
key drama techniques

WHAT'S IN THE 
ASSESSMENT 

Practical:
Pupils are 

assessed on a 
week-to-week 
basis on key 

skills 
implemented 

WHAT'S IN THE 
ASSESSMENT 

Practical: 
Create a short 

scene from 
CIODINT 

implementing 
the style of 

Physical 
Theatre

WHAT WILL BE 
COVERED 
Exploration of text 
within the style of 
physical theatre. 
Looking at how we 
do lifts within the 
style and the 
importance of 
movement over 
dialogue 

Curious Incident of The Dog In The 
Night-Time

WHAT SKILLS
Characterisation

Physical
Vocal

Interpretation
Physical Theatre

Trust
Lifts

Autism
Idioms

Decolonising the Curriculum

WHAT SKILLS
Building a character

Teacher in Role
Equality

Race
Diversity

Improvisation
Discrimination

WHAT WILL BE 
COVERED :Pupils will 
explore a historical 
SOW in which they 
explore a case study 
Janett Crease and the 
abuse she suffered 
through TIR, and key 
drama techniques.

WHAT WILL BE 
COVERED Pupils will 
explore a SOW in 
which we explore the 
impacts of a choice 
and how this can 
affect individuals 
within a community. 
Exploring key drama 
skills. 

The Street

WHAT SKILLS
Community

Levels
Hot-Seating

Forum Theatre
Spontaneous 
Improvisation

Characterisation 

WHAT'S IN 
THE 

ASSESSMENT
Practical-
Pupils are 

assessed on a 
week-by-week 
basis on key 

skills 
implemented

WHAT'S IN THE 
ASSESSMENT 

Practical: 
Practical-
Pupils are 

assessed on a 
week-by-week 
basis on key 

skills 
implemented

WHAT'S IN THE 
ASSESSMENT 

Practical: 
Perform a Two-

4-minute 
extract off 

script. 
Implementing 

techniques 
explored. .

Detention Centre

WHAT WILL BE 
COVERED Pupils explore 
a TIR SOW where they 
explore the 
consequences of 
actions. Pupils explore a 
range of techniques and 
are introduced to Set 
Design.

WHAT SKILLS
Back Story

Forum Theatre
Set & Design

Characterisation
Developing 

TIR
Styles

Costume

Performing Arts-SOW

WHAT SKILLS
TBC

WHAT WILL BE 
COVERED 

TBC

Page to Stage: Port by Simon 
Stevens

WHAT SKILLS
Given 

Circumstances
Character 

Exploration
Research 

Physical and Vocal
Naturalistic 

WHAT WILL BE 
COVERED Pupils will 
explore a text 
looking at themes, 
characters and 
social backgrounds 
and how to perform 
a character

WHAT'S IN THE 
ASSESSMENT 

Practical: 
Practical-
Pupils are 

assessed on a 
week-by-week 
basis on key 

skills 
implemented

WHAT'S IN THE 
ASSESSMENT 

Practical: 
Practical-
Pupils are 

assessed on an 
end term 

performance on 
skills and 

techniques 
implemented

Live Theatre 
Trip-

Potential GCSE 
Pupils will 

experience  live 
theatre in 

Manchester or 
Liverpool .  

what it is This 
links to GCSE 
element of 

exam where 
pupils have 
provide an 

opinion on live 
theatre they 

have watched.

WHAT WILL BE 
COVERED
TBC

Performing Arts-SOW

WHAT SKILLS

TBC

Performing Arts-SOW

WHAT SKILLS
TBC

WHAT WILL BE 
COVEREDS

TBC

WHAT WILL BE 
COVERED Pupils will 
explore devising and 
will be given the 
stimulus of Missing 
Dan Nolan. Pupils will 
create their own 
performance 
implementing skills 
used from year 7-9. 

Introduction to Devising: Missing 
Dan Nolan

WHAT SKILLS
Verbatim Theatre

Devising
Stimulus

Practitioner
Techniques
Naturalistic 

Non-Naturalistic
Lighting

Urban Myths & Legends: The 
Vanishing Hitchhiker

Two Worlds

Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6

Term 1 & 2

Term 4 & 5

Live Theatre 
Trip-Lyceum

Trip to watch a 
show at the 

lyceum. Pupils 
will experience 
what it is like to 

watch live 
theatre and will 

be targeted 
with questions 
linking back to 

key drama skills 
and technology

7

Term 3 & 4 Term 5 & 6

Term 1 & 2

Intro to Drama:
Exploration of key drama 
skills such as: Narration, 
Freeze-frame etc. Key 
drama terminology e.g. 
Posture, Facial expression 
etc is explored. 

WHAT SKILLS
Imagination

Thought-track
Flashback/forward

Freeze-frame 
Hot-seating

Physical and Vocal 
skills

Introduction To Drama Skills WHAT'S IN THE 
ASSESSMENT 

Practical: 
Creation of a 
performance 

from a stimulus 
in which pupils 

will 
demonstrate 

key drama 
knowledge

Blood in the Beast 

WHAT SKILLS

TBC

WHAT WILL BE 
COVERED

TBC

WHAT'S IN THE 
ASSESSMENT 

Practical:

The Amazing Maze

WHAT WILL BE 
COVERED . Pupils will 
begin to explore an 
outer world SOW in 
which pupils explore 
drama techniques 
using group 
improvisation and set 
design

WHAT SKILLS
Building a 
character
Set Design

Genre
Characterisation

Interpretation
Teamwork

WHAT'S IN THE 
ASSESSMENT 

Design:
Pupils will 

work in groups 
and design a 

maze 
implementing 
the style and 

genre

Live Theatre Review- Treasure Island

WHAT SKILLS
Analysis

Evaluation
Physical 

Vocal 
Characters

Set
Characterisation

WHAT WILL BE COVERED 
Pupils will explore a live 
theatre performance. 
They will write an opinion 
based on what they saw 
discussing Physical and 
Vocal Skills. They will 
explore both practically 
and theoretically

WHAT WILL BE 
COVERED Exploration 
of themes of conflict 
within the context of 
Romeo and Juliet. 
Pupils will explore key 
characters and drama 
techniques when 
showing conflict

Exploration of Shakespeare: Kite

WHAT SKILLS
Characterisation

Physical
Theme

Marking the 
Moment

Vocal
Conflict 

War

WHAT'S IN THE 
ASSESSMENT 

Theory:
Pupils will write 

a short 
evaluation 

based on what 
they saw using 

key drama 
terminology

WHAT'S IN THE 
ASSESSMENT 

Practical: 
Creation of a 
performance 

from a stimulus 
in which pupils 

will demonstrate 
key drama 
knowledge

WHAT WILL BE 
COVERED: Pupils will 
be given the stimulus 
of Treasure Island and 
will create their own 
performance using a 
variety of drama 
techniques and skills.  

WHAT SKILLS
Imagination

Thought-track
Flashback/forward

Freeze-frame 
Hot-seating

Physical and Vocal 
skills

Confidence

WHAT'S IN THE 
ASSESSMENT 

Practical: 
Contribute to a 
group devised 
performance. 
Implementing 

key drama skills 
from the year Introduction to Devising; Adventure 

Island

Shrewsbury 
Prison Trip:

Pupils will have 
a tour of 

Shrewsbury 
prison and  
explore a 

performance 
from actors 

creating a role 
as a real-life 

prisoner stories

C1-Deviisng 
Exam: 

Selected classes 
will witness the 
GCSE year 10’s 
C1 Exam. Pupils 
will be exposed 

to theatre 
performed by 

peers 
implementing 
key skills used 

from Year 7-10.

Extra-Curricular Trips

• Gaining Knowledge, Skills, Dispositions, Questioning life’s questions

• Understanding of Drama Styles and Forms

• Understanding of Physical and Vocal Skills

• You will implement the Loric Values

• You will demonstrate communication, leadership and organisation.

• You will demonstrate confidence, resilience and initiative

• You will implement key drama techniques and skills such as

Freezeframes, Thought-tracking, Posture, Gait, Levels, Intonation and

many more.

• You will demonstrate your knowledge of key drama genres and styles

such as Verbatim theatre and Naturalistic and Non-naturalistic theatre

KS3 Drama Intent:

“When you are a Bear of 
Very Little Brain, and you 
think of Things, you find 
sometimes that a Thing 

which seemed very Thingish 
inside you is quite different 
when it gets out into the 
open and has other people 

looking at it.”-

Winne the Pooh


